
 

HSC Q&A with the Candidates 

School Board Race 

No response from: 

 Kaleem Caire, candidate for seat 3 

 Ali Janae Muldrow, candidate for seat 4 

 David Blaska, candidate for seat 4 

 

1. How do you see the school board working with the City of Madison on the issues of 
homelessness?    
 
Cristiana Carusi, candidate for seat 3 

Prevention should be the top priority. The city and MMSD can work together to identify families at risk 

of eviction and connect them with support, including legal representation, to stabilize their housing.  

Because homelessness is a reality for too many of our students, we also need to work with the city to 
ensure these students are being served. Reliable transportation is a huge issue. While homeless 
students have the legal right to stay at one school no matter where they may be sheltered, the district 
depends on both buses and taxi cabs to transport homeless children to their home schools. The taxis are 
unreliable and, as a result, homeless students often arrive at school late. Parents may be unwilling to 
put their very young children in a cab, particularly if they are working and unable to ride with them. The 
city and MMSD should work together to identify and fund a more reliable transportation solution for 
homeless students. 
 
TJ Mertz, candidate for Seat 5 
The Board’s role in this is primarily to direct and support the work of our staff.  As mentioned above, 

there are places like the City Education Committee where the Board may be able work with other 

elected officials to create conditions for cooperation and collaboration.  With that in mind here are 

some thoughts: 

 

 Assure our Transition Education Program staff are fully included in the planning and 
implementation of Housing First developments (this has been a struggle with Tree Lane). 

 Give the district a more formal role in development approval processes so the impacts and 
preparedness of schools are considered and addressed. 



 Use the district’s role in Tax Incremental Financing approvals to encourage affordable housing, 
living wage job opportunities, family and neighborhood stabilization, all of which would help 
prevent homelessness or aid transitioning from homelessness. 

 Better target and design internships and mentoring programs so that unaccompanied youth and 
other homeless students are able to participate. 

 
Ananda Mirilli, candidate for Seat 5 
 
The reason I’ve launched a collaborative campaign with candidate Ali Muldrow is to model to our 
community, the work of elected officials are to be done collaborative. Madison faces great disparities 
and we can afford individualism and ineffective leadership.  
Here are some areas of focus: 

 Strengthen the collaboration with the city and services provides in particular around prevention 
strategies.  

 Support increase awareness of programs both at the district and community level. 
 Bring more service providers, resources and information inside the school buildings to increase 

access by our families and youth. 
 

2. What partnerships with the City of Madison around homelessness could we explore to improve the 
lives of children in the Madison School District? 
 

Christiana Carusi, candidate for seat 3 

The City Education Committee is a partnership between the City of Madison, Dane County and MMSD. 
This committee should explore ways to better serve our most vulnerable students, including those 
experiencing homelessness. This committee was nearly disbanded. I support continuing this committee 
and strengthening it by including members of the communities we aim to serve. I would encourage 
partnerships around stable and affordable housing, transportation, access to rich before and after-
school experiences, and food access and quality, including both school meals and school-based food 
pantries. 
 

TJ Mertz, candidate for seat 5 

In addition to the partnerships included or implied in the above, creating stability for families and youth 

is the basic concept – housing stability, food security, full access to health services (including mental 

health services)  – are all essential.  The district has little direct role in much of this, but we can help 

identify needs, and coordinate.  Beyond the basics, enrichment programs – like some of those in the 

Madison Out of School Time Project – need to be made more aware of the needs of homeless 

participants and more accessible and welcoming. 

I would like to list some things in a third area, which is what should a Board member do in relation to the 

work of ourTransition Education Program (TEP) team, as well as other programs involving homeless 

students (I think this is actually the most important work of a Board member with homeless stucents, 

and have tried to all of these): 

 Support the TEP team in annual budgets. 



 Regularly communicate with TEP team members about their work. 

 Fully incorporate the needs of unaccompanied youth in the district’s “Opportunity Youth” work. 

 Focus on the needs of highly mobile students, including giving extended support after 
transitioning to new schools. 

 Explore using some funding currently devoted to TEP student transportation (about $1 million 
annually)  to support housing stabilization (this is being done elsewhere). 

 

Ananda Mirilli, candidate for Seat 5 
 
My campaign platform is to increase mental health support and invest in proactive strategies to address 
mental health issues. I would like to see more partnerships that supports the parents and guardians of 
our students and enhance wraparound services.  
 

 


