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Lived Experience of Homelessness Seat 
1 Seat Available 
1. Dana Stokes 

Nominated by Takisha Jordon 

No agency affiliation 

 

I am honored to nominate Dana Stokes for the HSC Board of Directors.  Dana has a strong interest in 

being a part of the HSC Board of Directors because of her unique insight into the challenges families in 

our community are facing in regards to homelessness. Because of her doing community-led work she 

was able to learn what is working or not working for families and individuals that are experiencing 

homelessness and have been working diligently behind the scenes to understand more about what can 

be done to change things in the community. 

Once Dana was stable in housing she began to seek out ways that she could help others in the 
community and has been working diligently behind the scenes to understand more about what can be 
done to create changes. Since then she has become a staple with various agencies due to her work and 
has been a support for others that are facing similar situations as she had. Dana will be an awesome 
addition to the HSC board! 
 
2. Moesha Buford 

Self-nomination 
The Salvation Army 
 

I want to nominate myself, Moesha Renee Buford affiliated with The Salvation Army in the Homeless 

position. I’m interested in doing this because I’ve been homeless on and off for the past two and a half 

years and I have a lot to say about it. It’s not easy being a homeless single mother.  

3. Vashawn Carter 

Nominated by Georgie Nazos 

Currently employed in the medical field providing supportive services in-home to individuals with 

disabilities and a mother of four beautiful children  

Ms. Carter is interested in serving on the Dane County CoC Board of Directors because she believes in 

opportunity for all. She has seen the impact of housing instability and the trauma it causes first hand and 

she wants to be proactive in resolving and preventing these experiences as quickly as possible for 

others.  



Vashawn has worked for years with individuals with disabilities supporting them maintain their 

independence at home and in the community. Ms. Carter is passionate about ensuring everyone is 

treated with dignity, love and respect. She is raising college bound youth and is excited to share her 

experiences and successes with others. Vashawn has additionally unfortunately previously experienced 

homelessness with her four-children in Dane County and worked with a variety or organizations during 

that time and thereby has "insider" knowledge of the successes and challenges of these systems. 

4. Selena Pate 

Nominated by Lisa Hemauer 

I am writing to nominate Selena Pate for the Homeless Services Consortium Board of Directors, for the 

Formerly Homeless Seat.  Ms. Pate is interested in serving on the board because as a person with the 

lived experience of homelessness, she would hope to provide voice and direction, and help in shaping 

the future of how our community responds to the current housing crisis.   

 Ms. Pate struggled with housing stability for over 10 years, and was homeless for the last two of those 

years. As a single mother of four and a woman of color, she overcame many obstacles to find stability. In 

2014, Ms. Pate secured stable housing, and she and her family have been thriving in that same 

neighborhood ever since.  Ms. Pate is employed as a Caregiver with Options in Community Living, where 

she has been for over five years as well. She recently completed her CNA licensure, and is continuing on 

with her education.  Ms. Pate has a kind, compassionate heart paired with a bright, thoughtful 

sensibility, which would make her a great asset to the HSC board. 

5. Takisha Jordon 

Nominated by Georgie Nazos 

The Road Home 

 

Takisha has been serving on the HSC Board for the past 2 years in a variety of roles, most recently as 

Vice President. She is a compassionate, engaged and active advocate whom is extremely knowledgeable 

about current strengths, needs and opportunities in the homeless services field. Takisha truly strives to 

ensure there are opportunities for everyone to have housing, succeed, and moreover become leaders in 

the community. She wants to continue to serve on the Board as she deeply understands the 

interdynamics systematically that leads to homelessness and housing instability in our community and 

wants to continue to advocate to change the status quo to ensure all have housing, community and 

belonging. 

Takisha has worked for The Road Home Dane County for the past eight-years. During this time she has 

worked in a variety of roles including: Programs Assistant, Case Manager, and most recently is 

innovating and leading implementation of the Peer Support Program for The Road Home. She has 

experience in leadership as an ongoing, active member of the HSC's Board of Directors. Takisha 

additionally has organized multiple tenant and community advocacy groups over the years around 

housing disparities. Ms. Jordon recently attended and brought back the latest research and practice 

from National Alliance to End Homelessness in Washington DC. Takisha brings her personal and 

professional expertise, wisdom, and love to the table. 

 


